
B
rides-to-be often fall into one of two categories: 

those who mastermind their big day from scratch, 

and those who enlist the help of a full-time     

professional. Now, there’s a third approach: month-

of coordination by The Poppy Group, a new service from 

Amy Nichols and Kate Whelan, two of Northern California’s 

most in-demand wedding consultants. “I noticed as my 

business grew that I was becoming less and less accessible 

to clients who I really wanted to work with,” says Whelan 

(whose expertise lies in nonprofit event planning and 

technology) of her inspiration for the new venture. 

Using their experience and their extensive network of 

colleagues throughout California, the duo act as matchmakers 

for clients and month-of coordinators, while offering mentorship 

and maintaining a hands-on approach throughout the process. Services start as early as two 

months prior to the wedding day, and include everything from vendor coordination to a 

customized event timeline, access to online organizational tools and an on-site planner at the 

wedding. Says Whelan, “It allows our clients to benefit from our years in the field, through 

someone who is really talented and can take the ball and run with it.” thepoppygroup.com.
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BEST-LAID PLANS

FROM LEFT Amy 
Nichols and Kate 
Whelan. Scenes 
from a St. Helena 
wedding thrown by 
Amy Nichols at a 
private estate.

Cushnie et Ochs 
top and pants. 
Balenciaga pin, 
$1,035. Charlotte 
Olympia Pandora 
clutch, $1,125. 
Gianvito Rossi 
pumps, $660,  
net-a-porter.com. 

Nina Ricci 
dress. Anndra 
Neen choker, 
$510. Perrin 
Paris cuff 
clutch, $1,850. 
Manolo Blahnik 
sandals, $765. 

Dries Van Noten 
dress. Dior 
earrings, $900. 
Monique Lhuillier 
bag, $1,895. 
Tabitha Simmons 
sandals, $625, 
modaoperandi.com. 

Dress Rehearsal

BY LESLEY McKENZIE

Angelic looks from the fall collections make a 
sophisticated statement on the wedding eve


